COMMON GROUND, PSU’s Environmental and

Social Justice Student Organization, presents:

EARTH MONTH, 2009
(4 weeks of events in April, 2009)

All events are free and open to the public
All events sponsored by Common Ground, unless otherwise noted
Wednesday, April 8,  7:00 PM, Hartman Union Building (HUB), Multipurpose Room

“A Crude Awakening:  The Oil Crash” (film, 85 min.)
A rock-solid argument that the era of cheap oil is in the past. Goes deep into the uncomfortable realities of a world that is both addicted to fossil fuels and blissfully unaware of the looming “peak oil” crisis. Debunks the conventional wisdom that oil production will continue to climb, and instead stares bleakly at a planet facing economic meltdown and conflict over its most valuable resource.  Prof. Richard Sparks of the PSU Business Department will be present to lead a post-film discussion of the issues raised.
Tuesday, April 14  7:00 PM, Smith Recital Hall, Silver Center for the Arts, Sidore Lecture Series


“A Change in the Weather:  Why Nuclear Power Still Is Not the Answer” (lecture)


Paul Gunter, co-founder of the antinuclear Clamshell Alliance in 1976, Paul is now the Director of the Reactor Oversight Project for Beyond Nuclear at the Nuclear Policy Research Institute.  He will explain why nuclear power is not the answer to global warming and how a nuclear power resurgence would divert and squander resources and time from more effective and available renewable and efficiency technologies.  Lecture is free; pick up a ticket at the Silver Box Office.  Sponsored by Sidore Lecture Series committee
Wednesday, April 15,  7:00 PM, Boyd Hall, Room 144
NATIONAL WEBCAST! “Chill Out:  Campus Solutions to Global Warming”
Scientists challenge the U.S. and other countries to reduce CO2 and other greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80% by 2050.  Who better to show how this can be done than colleges and universities?  On April 15, the Campus Ecology program of the National Wildlife Federation will announce the winners of this year’s national campus competition.  Come see the best examples of campus climate action.
Sunday, April 19,  2:00 – 10:00 PM, lawn in back of Silver Center for the Arts
“Earth Jam 2009 and Environmental Fair”
Come celebrate Earth Month with solar-powered music and friends!  Musical performances by: Pongo’s Groove, D Acres Family Band, Jay Moskowitz, Wet Revelation, Forging Reverie, and Big Love Monster. 
Audio powered by solar power from Sunweavers.  Vendors providing organic, locally-made, eco-friendly food and products.  Also:  An Environmental Fair will take place from 2-6 PM, with many New Hampshire environmental groups staffing tables showing their activities. 
Monday, April 20  4:00 – 5:00 PM, Hartman Union Building, Room 109


“Going Wild in NH for Earth Week” (lecture presentation)


A one hour presentation about how students can get directly involved in conservation efforts in NH.  The New Hampshire Wildlife Federation will present what they as an organization do to protect public land, maintain healthy animal habitats, and their many conservation efforts.  They will also talk about how students can get direclty involved.  Sponsored by the PSU Fish and Wildlife Club
MORE
Tuesday, April 21  Plymouth Congregational Church


6:00 PM  Local Food Supper


7:00 PM  Movie:  “The Future of Food”  A panel discussion will follow the film.  Panelists will include Dr. Len Reitsma, Chair of PSU Department of Biological Sciences, Amey Bailey, small farmer and environmental scientist, Chris Owens, organic farmer.  Sponsored by United Campus Ministry and Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ
Wednesday, April 22  --  EARTH DAY!

12:15 – 1:15 PM, HUB Room 109,  “Land Design with Nature in Mind” (lunch hour talk)

Join PSU Art instructor Carol Jowdy for another of the talks in the Lunch-Hour Sustainability series.  This is an informal talk and discussion.  Bring your lunch!  Sponsored by the University Environmental Committee

[time?]  Trash Sort: How Many Recyclables are Going in the PSU Trash?


Have you always wanted to go “dumpster diving” but never got the chance or had the nerve?  Join members of Common Ground outside the HUB while they sort through a sample collection of PSU trash in search of materials that SHOULD have gone into RECYCLING bins.


More activities to be announced.
Thursday, April 23,  7:00 PM, Boyd Hall, Room 144
“Everything’s Cool” (film, 60 min.)
A film about America finally “getting” global warming in the wake of the most dangerous chasm ever to emerge between scientific understanding and political action. While industry-funded critics of global warming spread misinformation, a group of global warming messengers are on a mission to find the most effective images and language that will finally create the political will to move the United States from its reliance on fossil fuels to the new clean energy economy - AND FAST.”  Featured, among other people, are Bill McKibben (Middlebury College and key national global warming activist), Ross Gelbspan (Pulitzer Prize winning writer), and Dr. Heidi Cullen (meteorologist from The Weather Channel). 
Tuesday, April 28,  7:00 PM, Boyd Hall, Room 144

“Kilowatt Ours:  A Plan to Re-Energize America” (film, 56 min.)
The award-winning film Kilowatt Ours: A Plan to Re-Energize America is a timely, solutions-oriented look at one of America’s most pressing environmental challenges: energy.  Filmmaker Jeff Barrie offers hope as he turns the camera on himself and asks, “How can I make a difference?” In his journey Barrie explores the source of our electricity and the problems caused by energy production including mountain top removal, childhood asthma, and global warming. Along the way he encounters individuals, businesses, organizations, and communities who are leading the way, using energy conservation, efficiency and renewable, green power all while saving money and the environment.  This often amusing and always inspiring story shows, “You can easily make a difference and here’s how!”  Madeline McElaney, from the New Hampshire Sustainable Energy Association, will present this film and lead a discussion of the issues raised.  Sponsored by Common Ground and the NH Sustainable Energy Association, http://www.nhsea.org/ 
For further information, contact Stephanie Aubert, Common Ground President, saaubert@plymouth.edu  or

Gary McCool, faculty adviser gmccool@plymouth.edu 







