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7. 1 Eligible Entities

1.  If a town owns a high school and wants to apply to upgrade its HVAC system to make it more energy efficient, then the town is the applicant but the grant would benefit the school district.  Is this permitted under custom projects?
Yes, a retrofit of any building owned by the municipality is permitted.
2. Is the town the only applicant? The guidelines say that schools and fire stations can’t be applicants, that’s clear, but can the town be the applicant but have projects in any buildings owned by the town?

Yes, please see above response.
3. Can a municipality or county receiving EECBG fund directly from the

federal government be part of a regional project? 
No, counties or municipalities which have received direct grants from DOE are not eligible for any portion of this grant opportunity.
7.2 Eligible Activities – Please remember that an indication that a project is eligible does not guarantee funding. The custom projects application is a competitive granting opportunity and projects will be awarded based on the evaluation process outlined in Section 10 of the RFA.
1. Are construction/reconstruction of sidewalks into and out of the downtown, as outlined in a sidewalk/bicycle plan, eligible for EECBG funding as part of an energy efficiency strategy promoting, and facilitating, more school children and adult walking and biking?  As an alternative transportation measure?

Yes, section 7.2 (G) reads, “Entities may develop and implement programs to conserve energy used in transportation, including, but not limited to…develop infrastructure such as bike lanes and pedestrian walkways.” 

2. Can a municipality or county applying under the custom option undertake more than one activity? For example, doing updates to a building, and also doing a greenhouse inventory or other planning element? 

Yes, under the custom option, a county or municipality may apply for funds to undertake several eligible activities, including developing components of an energy efficiency and conservation strategy. 
3. A proposal to replace several of our current heating systems seems to meet the criteria identified in project specifications. For purposes of application, the cost savings can only be projected by a qualified professional. Is this type of funding allowed?  

If the question is asking if the funding can cover hiring the person to perform the calculations the answer is yes. Please keep in mind that if you incur this cost prior to an award, we can not guarantee funding.
4. Can the town use some or all of the money on a building that is not owned by the  town? 

The municipality may support the conduct of residential and commercial building energy audits and may develop and implement energy efficiency and conservation programs for which commercial buildings within its jurisdiction are eligible.

A municipality may submit an application to retrofit a specific non-profit or government owned facility. A municipality may not submit an application to retrofit a specific commercial building (as opposed to developing a conservation program for which all commercial buildings would be eligible to participate). 
5. Can any grant funds be dedicated to administration?
Yes, a portion of grant funds may be dedicated to administration. 
6. Many of our buildings have too much lighting and many lights are connected to one switch.  One of the biggest electricity savings that has been identified is to re-wire and add timers (in parking lots) so that certain lights can be left off.  To me that falls under Section M of eligible activities.  Is that correct?

Yes, as long as documentation is provided for energy savings, the activity is eligible.
7. Our town would like to perform an optimization study for a hydroelectric facility.  This study would include the performance of several major tasks: 1) an assessment of whether or not existing river flows exist to support an increase in generation; 2) a regulatory review that would provide insight into potential FERC or state license/permit changes that would be required if the output were to be increased beyond the current limit of 300KW; 3) a preliminary feasibility study of the options and costs to upgrade the existing equipment; and 4) an estimation of increased revenues, that would allow for an estimation of its value to any possible development at a particular site.  My only concern would be how to incorporate into this project the required community energy planning committee, the writing of the community energy plan, and the opportunities for public participation.  This is a town-owned asset that benefits the entire town through revenue to their general fund.
Developing a community energy planning committee, writing a community energy plan and incorporating opportunities for public participation are necessary components of a template grant application. As an alternative, this project could be eligible for a custom grant award. However, in the competitive custom grant category, preference will be given to projects with direct energy savings. An applicant may apply for both a Custom Project Grant and a Template Project Grant, but only one will be awarded.
7.4 Available Funding 
1. Can a town apply for more than one project or is the total amount to a town limited to $85,000 regardless of the number of projects?
Towns are limited to $85,000 total, and should submit only one grant application per town.  If towns are interested in a large, regional project, the can apply for a regional project, along with other communities.  However, they could not apply for an individual grant and then also apply to be part of a regional grant.
8.0 Application Requirements

1. Does the 10% match apply only to the Custom Projects?
The 10% match applies to all grants awarded under this RFA.  These funds can be cash or "in-kind", meaning the value of services or equipment used in the project.
2. Is there some sort of formula for matching funds, percentage, etc.

There is not a formula, but the budget should reflect an effort to show matching funds.
3. Can previous expenditures for energy savings be used as a match.  For example, in 2009, the town has spent $68,000 on a new high efficiency boiler for the town offices, and $31,000 on a control system to reduce waste and consumption, another $60,000 was spent on control systems for the public safety building and the library again to cut waste and consumption, can any of those expenditures be used as some or all of the match?
No, previous expenditures for energy savings can not be used as a match. 
8.2 Template Grant Application Procedures

1. I have a group of small, rural towns who may be interested in the Template grant. Can they apply as a group?  If so, are they then limited to $10,000?  Or can they apply as a group for $10,000 for each town (ie four towns apply for ($40,000)?

 
Template grants are designed for individual towns or counties.  
2. Can a municipality or county receive both a template grant and be

part of a regional project?   
No, a municipality or county can not receive both a template grant and be part of a regional project. Section 8.2 reads, “an applicant may apply for both a Custom Project Grant and a Template Project Grant, but only one will be awarded.” The regional projects are a type of custom project.
3. I didn’t see that approval by the Town Council was required.  I have a meeting scheduled to get an endorsement, is that good enough?

If an applicant is not able to receive approval by the town council by the submission deadline, the applicant should describe the steps taken to-date to pursue approval. The review team will consider the steps taken and the likelihood of approval when reviewing applications. 

10.1 Custom Project Evaluation Process

1. We would like to request funding for two separate projects in our overall proposal.    Does this lessen our chance for funding? 
Applying for two projects within one application does not lessen your chance for funding.

