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YORK COUNTY COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES 

SPECIAL  25TH ANNIVERSARY COMMUNITY-BUILDING AWARD 

TO THE COMMUNITY WELLNESS COALITION
YORK COUNTY —In honor of the Maine Community Foundation’s 25th anniversary, the York County Committee selected the Community Wellness Coalition to receive a special award in recognition of its work to build and strengthen community.  The award comes with a special $2,500 unrestricted grant and will be presented at the Coalition’s upcoming “Every Day Democracy” workshop on October 29, 2008.


Members of the York County Committee recommended the grant based on the Community Wellness Coalition’s efforts to create community well-being and a sense of place in the southernmost region of York county known as the KEYS region (Kittery, Eliot, York and South Berwick).  Since 1997 when it hosted its first Community Connections conference, the Coalition has brought over $2 million in grants to the region for projects ranging from launching the regional Family Resource Center and establishing Children’s Leadership Councils in each of the four towns to setting up the keysregion.org website with information on resources related to all aspects of community wellness in the region.  “The Community Wellness Coalition truly embodies community building work,” said Barbara Wentworth, York County Committee member. 

Five other York County nonprofits were recognized for their exemplary community building work and considered for the award:  The York Land Trust, York County Community Action Corporation, Literacy Volunteers of Greater Sanford, the Parent Resource Center, and Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southern Maine.                            . 


A nonprofit in each of Maine’s 16 counties will receive a 25th Anniversary Community-Building Award, thanks to a grant from the Sandy River Charitable Foundation, which has supported MaineCF’s County and Regional Program for the past 10 years. All 16 nonprofits will be considered for this year’s Noyce Award for Nonprofit Excellence, which will be presented at MaineCF’s “Inspiring Philanthropy” evening in Portland on November 10. 

“These awards honor the many contributions the County and Regional Program has made to MaineCF’s success in supporting nonprofits and community projects through its community-building grants across Maine,” said Henry Schmelzer, the foundation’s president.  

A statewide organization with offices in Augusta, Ellsworth and Portland, the Maine Community Foundation has been partnering with donors and nonprofits to strengthen Maine communities for 25 years. For more information, visit www.mainecf.org or call 1-877-700-6800.
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